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un film de Hiner SALEEM



Synopsis

We  are in the Kurdish villages of Caucasus. Hamo is a
sixty-something retired red army officer.  Widower, he only
has left an old red armoire, a soviet television, his military
suit and a seven dollar monthly pension for sole possessions.

Every day Hamo goes to the cemetery and brushes the
snow off the portrait on his wife's tomb. A little bit further,
Nina, a beautiful fifty year old widow, brushes the snow
off her husband's grave.   

In the old bus bringing them back to their villages, they
are sitting only three rows apart. Hamo looks at Nina. She
glances back. The landscape outside the window is totally
white except for the stones from this country. 

When Hamo returns to his village, a letter from one of his
son living in Paris is waiting for him. The village is buzzing;
" the envelope must be filled with 100 dollar bills! "  But
Hamo's thoughts are set on the beautiful stranger from the
cemetery…

Filmography

Hiner Saleem was born in south Kurdistan (Irak) in 1964.
He had to flee his country to run from the Sadaam Hussein
oppression. He shot his first short movie in 1993 in Venice.
The first day of shooting was the first time Hiner ever saw
a camera.

Political Refugee, he has not seen his country for 20 years.
He has been living in Paris for 10 years. VODKA LEMON
is his fourth movie. 

Features :

2001 :  ABSOLITUDE
(For Arte Télévision Petites Caméras)

1999 :  PASSEURS DE REVES

1997 : VIVE LA MARIEE … ET LA
LIBERATION DU KURDISTAN

- Prize of the best screenplay in the Angers Film Festival. 

- Best European Film at  the Viareggio Film Festival

- International Critics Grand Price 
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Hiner Saleem

In 1999, I shot my second movie " Passeurs De Rêves " in
the Kurd villages of Armenia. I understood as soon as I
arrived three major things: 

When you're told " Problem Niet", it means there will
be a lot of problems ahead.
When you're told "Just One minute ", it means two or
three days. 
When you're told "Tomorrow ", it means never. 

After the first day of shooting I promise to myself that I
will never come back here for professional reasons. 

Then, I started to get more and more fascinated by the
people and the settings around me. A country that looked
exactly like my homeland, Kurdistan that, at that time I
was forbidden to return to and which I longed to see again
after so many years.

I consider all Armenians to be magicians as I don't
understand how they succeed in surviving. I gather they
don't understand it either. 

This absurdity and their optimism, this misery and this
love, those lives switching from tragedy to comedy, these
are the elements that drove me to cinema an drove me back
to this country for VODKA LEMON. 


